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Outline Of Reference Paper On: 


NEW TASKS IN THE SOVIET BATTLE WITH RELIGION 


Recent Party Congresses of the various Union Republics have pointed up 
an extensive revival of interest in religion in the Soviet Union. Recognized as 
a serious obstacle on the road to Communist victory, the upsurge in religious 
feeling has elicited calls from Soviet Party officials for stern action against 

the clergy, including punitive measures. 


Not only are the clergymen to be watched with narrowed eyes but also 
the Party officials assigned to watch them, for some have virtually become 
assistants to the churchmen. Other tactical deficiencies of anti-religious 

propaganda, such as lecturing those who professedly do not believe in God, 


are blamed for the basic religious undercurrent presently making itself felt 
in the Soviet Union. 


The Soviet officials have repeatedly excoriated "imperialist propaganda, "' 
notably radio broadcasts from the non-Communist world, for contributing to 
the spiritual reawakening in the USSR. * 


A great deal of apprehension among the Soviet leaders is caused by their 
realization that the Soviet young people-- whose indoctrination began in their 
swaddling clothes—- show great interest in religion and participate in the 
activities of the various denominations. 


The call to counterattack the surging force of religious feeling has been 
-made. A new atheistic publication has appeared, and there has been a perceptible 
sharpening of anti-religious slander and blasphemy in the press. The Government's 
last resort is the application of punitive measures; however, the Soviet people have 
been given a taste of religious freedom and would resent greatly the return by the 
authorities to the anti-religious terror of the Stalin days. 


* Radio Liberty religious programming includes regular weekly features in 


Russian and in other | languages of the Soviet Union. Special programs are 
broadcast during major Russian Orthodox, Jewish and Moslem religious holidays. 
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NEW TASKS IN THE SOVIET BATTLE WITH RELIGION 


There is evidence of a revival of interest in religion throughout the Soviet 
Union. Complaints of the failure of the anti-religious campaign were given 
serious attention at Congresses held by the Communist Parties of the various 
Union Republics during the first three months of this year. In speeches 
delivered at these Congresses, the First Secretaries of the Party Central 
Committees stressed what they considered to be important defects in ideological 
work. The Congresses discussed the constant growth of religious tendencies 
and the problem of how to deal with them. 


The growth in religious feeling constitutes one of the most serious obstacles 
to the victory of Communism in Soviet society. The response of the Soviet leadership 
has been to strike back. After the First Secretary of the Azerbaidzhan Party 

Central Committee Nadir A. Akhundov scored the absence ofa ''day-to-day 
offensive against religious prejudices and superstitions, '' the regolution adopted 

by the Azerbaidzhan Party Congress called for renewed effort in inculcating 

an implacable attitude toward religion (Bakinsky Rabochy, Bakinsk Worker, 
February 17 and 19, 1960). Likewise admitting the complete ineffectiveness 

of anti-religious work in Kirgizia, the First Secretary of the Kirghiz 

Party Central Committee Ishkak R. Razzakov called for renewed agressive 
scientific-atheistic propaganda (Sovetskaya Kirgiziya, February 26, 1960). 


Razzakov's admission indicated further that the religious revival was not 
restricted to the indigenous Moslem population , but was rampant also among 
the Slavs occupying responsible positions in the Republic and among the ''advanced"' 


young people sent there from the European part of the USSR to work on construction 
sites. 


In Turkmenistan, according to Second Secretary of the Turkmen Party 
Central Committee Fedor A. Grishayenkov, ''sectarians, charlatans and 
rascals have in recent years stepped up their activity.... This is attested by the 
fact that even Communists and Komsomol members are falling under the © 


influence of confessors and sectarians" (Turkmenskaya Iskra, Turkmen Spark, 
February 17, 1960). 


(more) 
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Resolute action to deal with all instances of proselytism was proposed 
by the First Secretary of the Armenian Party Central Committee Suren A. 
Tovmasyan. He demanded not only an intensification of anti-religious 
propaganda but even the renewal of punitive measures, officially called 
off by the Central Committee in November, 1954. Tovmasyan charged especially 
that the clergy'exceed the limit of their duties and exert pressure upon 
believers to commit breaches of lay Anti-religious propaganda must not 
only unmask the damage that is done by religion but also put a stop to all 
violations of Soviet law (Kommunist, Erevan, February ll, 1960). First 
Secretary of the Moldavian Party Central Committee Zinovi T. Serdyuk 
was even more outspoken: 


We must decisively suppress all attempts by 
ministers of religion to exploit the church and the sects 
for purposes hostile to the Soviet people. The Council 
of Ministers and local Party and governmental organs 
must not let a single violation of Soviet legislation by 
the clergy go unpunished (Sovetskaya Moldavia, January 
29, 1960). 


In the Baltic Republics the situation calls for stern measures also. For 
instance, the First Secretary of the Lithuanian Party Central Committee 
Antanas J. Sniechkus declared that "hostile elements" in the Republic were 
exploiting 'nationalist and religious prejudice in their fight against our 
ideology'' and that "imperialist propaganda from  outside'' was making 
religion more "tenacious of life. (Sovetskaya Litva, February 2, 1960). 
Similarly, the First Secretary of the Belorussian Party Central Committee 
Kiril T. Mazurov admitted that radio broadcasts from the non-Communist 
world exert a stimulating influence upon the Soviet population and encourage 
the emergence of spiritual emancipation. 


Mazurov also laid connivance with the church to certain Party officials: 


Certain churchmen have become so bold as to 
begin violating Soviet laws. In this, they have been 
encouraged by our officials in charge of ecclesiastical 
affairs, who, at first being controllers of the activities 
of the churchmen, have in some cases virtually become 
their assistants (Sovetskaya Belorussiya, February 18, 1960). 


Shortcomings in anti-religious propaganda are blamed for the upsurge 
of basic religious feeling. In the Ukraine, First Party Secretary N. V. Pidhorny 
stated that atheistic work still has many defects. One of the most fundamental 
is the lack of purposefulness in propaganda'' (Pravda Ukrainy, February 17, 1960). 


(more) 
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The First Secretary of the Tadzhik Party Central Committee Tursunbai 
Uldzhabayev put the blame on organizers when he said that in ‘his Republic 
"lectures on anti-religious topics are given to those who in any case do not 
believe in God, while the believers are not touched '' (Kommunist Tadzhikistana 
February 5, 1960). 


The lassardly anti-religious propagandists have been unfavorably compared 
with the clergy. The paper Literatura I Zhizn (Literature and Life) describes 
the activity of the Orthodox clergy in Perm oblast as follows: 


Neither frost nor peor roads can discourage 
these fathers in God from doing their work. If only 
the propagandists of Perm showed such zeal.... 

Shouldn't the atheists take a lesson or two from the 
priests ?.... 


Not long ago, we were walking through the town 
together with workers of the Department of Culture. On 
the main street. our way was barred by a procession. 

This was a Sunday procession on its way to hear a sermon. 
It had brought street cers, automobiles and other vehicles 
to a halt. 


How much farther must the oblast Department 
of Culture retreat when, in addition to the pressure 
of (the Orthodox) religion, the sectarians have also 
taken the offersive ?... Who indeed was missing? There 
were Baptists, Evangelicals, Jehovah's witnesses, Khlysts, 
Molokane, Skoptsy (February 21, 1960). . 


No less interesting are the pictures of activity in the Troitse-Sergieva 
Lavra, the . famous monastery at Zagorsk (Sergiev)- 


The women were holding cans, pitchers, bottles. 
"What are you sitting here for? They've opened the 
madkladezhnaya (chapel built over a sacred well)" 

said the yard-keeper's wife coming up. The women, 
taking their pictures and cans, hurriedly formed a line 
by the blue chapel... It would have been different if there 

had been only old people here, but no, Asya saw how a girl 

in a brown school frock and a white apron © knelt down 
before the church door and crawled into the church on her 
knees. She saw, too, a young man, rather like the lads at 

the factory... .He came out of the chapel with a little 

bottle of water and began to empty it over his hands, touch 

his face with his wet hands and mutter something, while a 
blissful smile lit up his features. ..She had never seen so many 
priests at once, young men for the most part (Yunost (Youth), 
1960, No. 2). 
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Various religious sects are presentiy displaying a great deal of 
activity, sometimes of an cpenly anti-Communist character. In manuscript 
or typescript form, appeals, warnings end even small-scale theological 
treatises are distributed (Literstura I Zhizn, February 21, 1960). The 
journal Nauka I Religiya ( Science end Reiigion) published an article on the 
Jehovah's Witnesses, who, despite the ban placed upon them in the USSR, 
possess a secret and efficient organization and are regularly supplied with 
literature from the United States. The movement is described as follows: 


The leaders of the "Society of Jehovah's 
Witnesses" in ‘he USSR have set up a secret 
network of contacts. The organization is headed 

by a so~-cailed "regional committee, ' which consists 

of a small group of professional preachers— organizers 
experienced in illegal political work... Although their 
Status is illegal, they travel without difficulty, don't 
stay long in any one piace, and maintain contact with 
the lower branches of the organ.zation exclusively 
through "servanis" and their assistants(No. 4, 1960). 


The same journal deser bes tne life of 'schismatics, '' who live in secluded 
monasteries in the heart of the Wes: Siberian Taiga. These men and women keep 
themselves alive in the summer by gathering berries, nuts and mushrooms and 
exchanging them in the villages for flour I: is evident from this article that these 
communities are joined by a considerable number of young people, who are 
subjected to severe administrative meas for "deserting labor and army 
service." (Ibid. , 1959, No. 4). 


A poem in the satirical magazine Krekodil is characteristic of the 
attention given by the press to the relig.ovs tendencies of the Soviet younger generation: 
In the poem, Father and Sons” father complains to his friend that his two 

young sons, who belong *o differen’ religious sects, are constantly engaged 

in lively discussions of varios Guestions of theology but show no interest 

whatever in problems of "Communist actuality ' (1960, No. 1). 


The ethical influence of the church upon the younger generation is recognized: 


One snould not underestimate the emotional 
effect of church art, of confessions and services.... 

It is just this emotional inflience that explains why 

a young man who a+ first goes to church because he 

is bored later becomes 4 victim without noticing it 
(Voprosy Filosofii , Prablems In Philosophy, 1959, No. 9). 


(more} 
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Eight months ago, the All-Union Society for the Propagation of Folitical 
and Scientific Knowledge began publication of the new periodical Nauka I 
Religiya, intended to serve as a guide for the conduct of anti-religious 
propaganda. Despite the 1954 decision by the All-Union Party Central 
Committee, which confirmed the right of Soviet citizens to freedom of 


conscience and forbade blasphemy in anti-religious propaganda, the new 
journal contains many militant passages, e.g.: 


As for me, of the three persons of the 
Trinity I should prefer the third, that is, the dove, 

and then only if it had been well fed. But, after all, 
tastes differ, and I have no intention of forbidding my 
contemporaries to partake of the sacred heart of Jesus, 
dressed with whatever sauce they like Inthe matter of 


religious food, everyone must enjoy complete freedom 
(1960, No. 1). 


A device recently adopted by Soviet atheistic propaganda is the attempt 
to discredit religious movements by associating them with 'fascism" and 
accusing them of having collaborated with the German occupation forces during 

the last war. Certain monasteries , for example, have been accused of "Hitlerism" 
(Literaturnaya Gazeta, March 5, 1960)and certain Siberian sects of favoring 

German Fascism (Nauka I Religiya, 1959, No. 4). The Belorussian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church is represented as having been artificially created by the 

Germans during World War II (Cyrvonaja Zmiena , Red Generation, April 14, 1960). 


The government's last resort in its fight against religion is the 
application of punitive measures, such as those used under Stalin. In 
the present situation, however, the desire of the masses for greater 
spiritual freedom is constantly growing andthe restoration of a 
policy of terror along Stalinist lines appears hardly feasible. 
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